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AVMA Policy

AVMA policy is a crucial component of the AVMA's work to achieve 
our mission and objective.

• Policies are the guiding principles of the Association

• Provide guidance to the veterinary profession

• Provide a message platform from which the Association can advocate for the profession on 
legislation, regulation, public outreach, and more

AVMA professional policies—those that address the practice of veterinary medicine—
help advance the science and art of veterinary medicine, facilitate harmonization 

across the profession, and clarify the AVMA position

https://www.avma.org/about/vision-mission-and-values
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AVMA Policy
How is policy made?
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HOD Approved 
Policies in 2022
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Support for the collection of 
antimicrobial use data for 
antimicrobial stewardship

• New policy created by the Committee on 
Antimicrobials (CoA)

• First AVMA policy to directly address AVMA’s position 
on the collection antimicrobial use and how the data 
collected might be used to support antimicrobial 
stewardship

• Follows the AVMA Core Principles of Stewardship

• Accompanying white paper in JAVMA

• Sent to BOD November 2021. Referred to HOD. 
Approved by HOD January 2022.

https://avmajournals.avma.org/view/journals/javma/260/8/javma.21.09.0431.xml
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Use of prescription drugs in veterinary medicine

• New policy developed by the Council on 
Biologic and Therapeutic Agents (COBTA)

• Supersede the 3 policies on Guidelines for 
Veterinary Prescription Drugs, Writing 
Veterinary Prescriptions, and Client Requests 
for Prescriptions .

• Recommendation sent to the BOD in April 
2022

• BOD referred to the HOD with a 
recommendation to approve

• House Advisory Committee (HAC) also 
recommended the HOD approve the policy

• HOD reviewed the policy and approved July 
2022

Use of prescription drugs in veterinary medicine

To see policy, please visit the AVMA webpage

Use of prescription drugs in veterinary medicine 
| American Veterinary Medical Association 
(avma.org)

https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/avma-policies/use-prescription-drugs-veterinary-medicine
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Adverse event reporting

• New policy developed by the Council on Biologic and Therapeutic 
Agents (COBTA)

• Supersedes the current policies on Adverse Event Reporting and on 
Vaccinovigilance.

• Create one policy that addresses adverse event reporting for both 
pharmaceuticals and vaccines

• Define the terms “adverse event” and “veterinary 
pharmacovigilance” as they pertain to any veterinary product

• Revise language indicating that adverse event reporting systems are 
a high priority not only for USDA, and include FDA and EPA on the 
list of regulatory agencies that maintain adverse event reporting 
systems

• Recommendation sent to the BOD in April 2022

• BOD referred to the HOD with a recommendation to approve

• House Advisory Committee (HAC) also recommended the HOD 
approve the policy

• HOD reviewed the policy and approved July 2022
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Approval and availability of 
antimicrobials for use in food-
producing animals
• Policy first created by Steering Committee on Antimicrobial 

Resistance in 2003

• CoA was given oversight in 2016

• CoA suggested revisions during normal 5 year review cycle

• Recommendation sent to the BOD in June 2022

• BOD referred to the HOD with a recommendation to approve

• HAC also recommended approval

• HOD approved the policy in July 2022
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Genetic modification of 
animals in agriculture
• Policy created in 2016 by Council on Research (COR)

• Oversight transferred to the Animal Agriculture Liaison Committee 
(AALC) in 2020, just in time for its regularly scheduled 5 year review

• January 19, 2021 an MOU between USDA and FDA regarding the 
oversight responsibilities “concerning the regulation of "amenable 
species"developed using genetic engineering that are intended for 
agricultural purposes (i.e., human food, fiber, and labor)”

• AALC discussed this policy for 18 months, working with AVMA staff 
from both GRD and Headquarters. AALC believed AVMA should 
support USDA oversight of genetically modified animals intended for 
agriculture

• Sent recommendation to the BOD in June 2022

• BOD referred to the HOD with a recommendation to approve

• HAC recommended HOD approve

• HOD approved revised policy in July 2022

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/biotechnology/downloads/mou-usda-fda.pdf


QUESTIONS
?
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